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🔴 100% of this year’s Rapid Reviews involved Neglect.
This is not a coincidence, it’s a wake-up call for all of us.
🏚️ Poor home conditions = a key sign of neglect.
Don’t describe it as ‘warm and cosy’ be factual:
- Is the home clean and safe?
- Are there signs of dirt, hazards, smells, or clutter?
- What would it feel like for a child to live there every day?
A good example;
“In Child’s bedroom you could not see the floor. It had been reported that bottles were sterilized on the stove, I do not feel that this could have been the case as the stove was covered with takeaway cartons and other items. There was nowhere clear to wash hands. The home was seen to be cluttered with clothes, beer cans with Cigarette ash in.”
📌 Not sure how to assess what you see?
Speak to your safeguarding lead. Don’t wait. Ask. Act.
🧰 Use Toolkits
It helps you record clearly, make informed decisions, and support families early.
We all share responsibility let’s use the tools available to us such as the Neglect toolkit and the clutter scale.
You can access the tool kit here: Neglect Toolkit
📝 Making a MASH Referral?
- Use clear, descriptive language (no jargon).
- Include a relevant, concise chronology.
- Describe the child’s lived experience not just the facts.
Every child deserves a safe, clean, and nurturing home.
Let’s make every visit count.
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